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Thank you M. Chairman, and nmenbers of the commttee, for inviting
me to testify today. The Cedar Revolution in Lebanon woul d not have
been possible without the UN Security Council Resolution 1559 of
Septenber 2, 2004 which enpowered the Lebanese people to rise up
agai nst Syrian tyranni cal domnation. The nodel s they enul ated were
t hose of the Rose Revolution in Georgia, and the Orange Revol ution
in the Ukraine. The culmnation of the Cedar Revolution
occurred on March 14, 2005 when the political opposition nounted an
unpr ecedent ed peaceful and non-violent rally of 1.2 mllion
Lebanese calling for freedomfrom Syria and the withdrawal of its
troops and intelligence apparatus (al-Mikhabarat) from Lebanese
territory.

The Cedar Revolution, as | see it, has three objectives. First and
nost inportant, the end of the Syrian mlitary occupation - this
was achieved in Jlarge neasure in the aftermath of the
denonstrations, and officially conpleted by April 26, 2005. Wet her
all Syrian Intelligence (al-Mkhabarat) agents have | eft Lebanon is
a noot question. For alnost three decades, Syria s occupation of
Lebanon, transformed a nunber of political parties and
organi zations into instrunents of its own Intelligence Services.
Those included m nor parties |ike the Lebanese branch of the Syrian
Ba'th Party and the Syrian Social Nationalist Party, as well as
maj or organi zations such as Nabih Berri's Amal Mvenent and
H zbal l ah. | argue that although Syria has withdrawn its arny and
its official Intelligence apparatus from Lebanon, it stil
mai ntains a very large Trojan horse called Hizball ah.

The second objective of the Cedar Revolution is to achieve a
conpl ete reconciliation between the various religious conmunities.
This attenpt at reconciling all parties began as early as the
Summer of 2000 when the Maronite Patriarch Cardinal Sfair visited
the Druze |eader Walid Junblat. The visit was followed by the
reconciliation of the Druze l|leader and the former Lebanese
president Amn Genmayel (a Maronite), and eventually with Samr
Jaja ,the Maronite | eader of the Lebanese Forces. A reconciliation
between the Druze and the Christians is the sine quo non condition
for the renewal of Lebanon because these two comunities were



instrumental in the creation of Lebanon in the late 16th century.
Al t hough reconciliation anong the various religious comunities has
been practically achieved there is still the issue of granting
amesty to the officers and the rank and file of the dissolved
South Lebanon Arny. This demand has been voiced recently by the
Maronite Patriarch Sfair, and it seens that a solution is in the
of fi ng.

The third objective of the Cedar Revolution is for the Lebanese to
be free, and to be able to enjoy the basic freedons of speech, of
the press, of worship, as well as to have free elections, and a
free i ndependent judiciary.Lebanon is a religiously divided society
and therefore the only denocracy possible, according to the
Political Science theorist Arend Lijphart, is what is called
Consoci ati onal Denocracy, a genre of denocracy that represents all
communities and not just the majority. H's theory was based on his
conparative study of Lebanon and Switzerl and.

Unfortunately the recent parlianmentary el ections which were held in
May- June 2005 were not conducive to this form of representation.
The electoral law, applied in the recent elections, was created in
2000 by the head of the Syrian Intelligence Services. Its purpose
was to pit the various religious communities against each other by
margi nalizing the Christian communities in Beirut, the South and
the North. It was also customnmade to serve the interests of the
Amal organi zation and Hi zballah, the l|leading Syrian proxies in
Lebanon. The Maronite Patriarch Sfair called, to no avail, for the
return to the 1960 electoral law, which divided Lebanon into
smal | er constituencies, and allowed voters to be famliar with the
candi dates and choose those they believed would best represent
their interests.

To achieve a balance within Lebanon a new el ectoral |aw should be
devi sed, based on the 1960 el ectoral system so that all religious
communities feel represented, and full nenbers of the Lebanese
polity. The Christians should not be treated as Dhinm s, that is,

second-class citizens, and be dependent on |eaders from other
religious communities to represent them They should be able to
choose their own representatives in parlianment. After an el ectora

law is issued, a new parlianent should be elected to reflect the
will of the Lebanese electorate. Unless this is done long-term
stability wll remain permanently el usive.

To saf eguard what has al ready been achi eved by the Cedar Revol ution
it is of the utnost inportance that the UN Resolution 1559 be fully
i mpl erented. This neans inplenenting the resolution to dissolve al
mlitias, ie primarily, H zballah. The disarmng of H zballah w I
not only benefit Lebanon but also the Mddle East and the West. It
will elimnate the second nost powerful Islamst terrorist
organi zation (after al-Qa idah) in the world. Hizballah, working
for its two masters Iran and Syria, was responsi ble for the deaths
of hundreds of Americans and Europeans starting with the suicide
bonbi ng of the U S. Enbassy in Beirut on April 18, 1983, and the
si mul t aneous sui ci de bonbing of the U S. Mrines and French troops



of the Miulti-National Force on Cctober 23, 1983 through hostage-
taking during the 1980s and continuing with its role in the Khobar
bombi ng in Saudi Arabia targeting American servicenen on June 25,
1996. One can argue that the terrorism perpetrated by the Iran-
Syria-Hi zballah triangle prepared the ground and inspired Bin
Laden's al -Qa i dah.

Lebanon would be the first to benefit from the disarmng of
H zbal | ah because it would nmean putting an end to the existence of
a state within a state in the regions of Lebanon controlled by
Hi zbal | ah. The Lebanese national arny could disarm Hizballah
peaceful |y or otherw se, because no sovereign state should tolerate
a mlitia which controls part of its territory. Second, Syria's
political influence would be weakened because Hizballah is the
maj or Syrian proxy in Lebanon. Third, disarmng Hi zballah would
debunk the nyth that it is a resistance novenent with the objective
of |iberating Lebanon fromlsraeli forces. Today it justifies its
exi stence by claimng that Israel is still occupying part of
Lebanon, nanely the Shib'a Farns, and that it, Hzballah is
def endi ng Lebanon’s territorial integrity.

Wien Israel wthdrew from southern Lebanon and dismantled its
security zone on May 24, 2000, President Hafiz Asad pani cked and
decided to create a pretext for keeping a lowintensity conflict
across the Lebanese-Israeli border by claimng that a small encl ave
of the CGolan Heights called Shib a Farns bel onged to Lebanon. That
was used to justify keeping Hizballah fully arned and depl oyed at
t he Lebanese-Israeli border.

The peopl e of southern Lebanon would be relieved if H zballah were
to be disarnmed, because the so-called war of |iberation which was
fought by Hizballah for the last twenty years was a sensel ess war
contrived by Syria, which has brought them nothing but death and
destruction. | have denonstrated in ny book Syria's Terrorist \War
on Lebanon and the Peace Process how Israel was willing to w thdraw
from Lebanon as early as 1983 when it signed the May 17, 1983
Agreenment with Lebanon under the sponsorship of the US. Syria
fought this agreenent, in order to keep the Lebanese-Israeli border
abl aze, and Hi zballah its tool for war and terrorism

Fourth, the disarmng of H zballah will have an i medi ate i npact on
its two masters Iran and Syria. It would curtail considerably their
ability to engage in terrorism agai nst Lebanon, the Wst and I srael
with inmpunity as they had done throughout the 1980s and 1990s.

Fifth, the disarming of Hi zballah will renove the threat that it
poses against Israel because it has deployed an estimated nine
t housand Katyusha rockets, and has received from lIran the 240-
mllimeter Fajr-3 mssiles with range of 25 miles, and the 333-
mllinmeter Fajr-5 mssiles wwth a range of 45 mles. Hizballah has
al so received from Syria the 222-mllinmeters rockets with a range
of 18 mles.

Si xth, Hi zballah has devel oped strong ties with the Pal estinian



organi zati ons Hamas and Islam c Jihad and has inspired them and has
hel ped them in their terrorist operations. Therefore disarmng
H zbal | ah woul d curb those who seek to underm ne the peace process.

Seven, a |eading operative of Hizballah, Imad Mighniya, who is on
the list of twenty-two nost wanted terrorists issued by President
Bush on Cctober 10, 2001, has links with Bin Laden's al-Qa idah
since the md-1990s. He trained nmenbers of al-Qa idah to |aunch
coordi nated sinultaneous terrorist operations. Therefore di sarm ng
H zbal | ah woul d make a dent in our war against terrorism

In summary, | maintain that a genuinely representative denocratic
systemin Lebanon can be achieved first, by the creation of a new
el ectoral |aw devised to satisfy all the religious comunities. And
second, by the full inplenentation of UN Resolution 1559 which
would elimnate the state within the state created by H zbal | ah and
its political ally Amal. This would woul d undoubtedly curtail the
practice of Mihasassa, and would curb the corruption which has
becone pervasive in Lebanon under Syrian dom nation. The popularity
of Hizballah is exaggerated because it is based on fear as
Hi zballah is heavily arnmed and is based also on its usurpation of
the powers of the state in the regions which are under its control.
| f these conditions are changed then Hi zbal |l ah coul d be chal | enged
and even defeated at the polls and Lebanon can becone a freer and
nore denocratic polity.



